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A message from Lindsay Cross, President 

I am excited and honored to serve as your President of 

FOWI. Weedon Island is a very important place to me and 

I feel inspired every time I’m here. In my professional ca-

reer, I work as an Environmental Scientist at the Tampa 

Bay Estuary Program. I have been privileged to work with 

Pinellas County staff over the years on numerous environ-

mental projects, including serving on the Environmental 

Science Forum. 

My goals this year are to implement our 3-year strategic priorities from the Collabo-

rative Labs workshop, with a focus on increasing our membership.  An exciting pro-

ject in the early planning stages is a trail run at the Preserve, with proceeds going to 

the Friends. One of my favorite activities is to run the trails at Weedon and I look for-

ward to sharing this experience with others. The run will help to promote the Pre-

serve as a recreational center – a natural gem within the urban community – as well 

as an educational and cultural center. The run will be held in late fall or early winter 

and I’m hopeful that each of you will participate as a runner/walker or a volunteer! 

Our next Executive Committee and Board of Directors meetings will be held on 

Tuesday, July 26th at the Cultural and Natural History Center. The Executive Com-

mittee will meet at 5:00 PM with the Board Meeting at 6:00 PM. Meetings are held 

every other month. 

I encourage all of you to talk to your family, friends and neighbors about FOWI so 

that we can introduce more residents and visitors to the beauty and history of Wee-

don. Better yet, bring them to our next meeting; they’ll be welcomed with open arms! 

New Least Tern Exhibit at Weedon                                                            By Phyllis Kolianos 
 

Diane Gladu, an intern volunteer from Eckerd College Program 

for Experienced Learners, has created an excellent exhibit on 

Least Terns for the third floor at the Weedon Island Preserve Cul-

tural and Natural History Center. Ms. Gladu is an Environmental 

Studies major and is completing her senior year. Her exhibit fo-

cuses on declining Least Tern populations and their loss of habi-

tat. They are considered a “threatened species.”  The exhibit de-

tails important information about the birds and displays a typical 

beach scene nesting area with wonderful color photos. To com-

plement the exhibit is the new gravel roof nesting site for Least 

Terns easily viewed from the third floor and recently installed as 

a grant project by the Friends of Weedon Island. Ms. Gladu also 

constructed removable concrete structures to hold decoys strategi-

cally placed on the rooftop nesting site to encourage live partici-

pation from local populations of Least Terns sighted at Weedon 

Island.  She plans to add additional elements to the exhibit area, 

including posters for the wall and takeaway information on Least 

Terns. 

A Special thank you to Bill King for the purchase of  the decoys . 
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